afar brief dim hair

for oboe and chamber orchestra

Commissioned by the Freiburger Kammerensemble.

Premiered on the 4th of February, 2005 in the Aula of the Albert-Ludwigs-Üniversität, Freiburg by Bettina Crimmins (oboe) and the Freiburger Kammerensemble under the direction of Manuel Nawri.
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“afar brief dim hair” is, to a certain extent, a conventional concert piece for solo instrument (the oboe) and orchestra in three movements.  However, the relationship between the solo part and the orchestra (subdivided into winds and strings) is not qualitative, rather quantitative. It is neither a dialogue in which motives are taken up and reformulated nor an argument with theses, antitheses, premises and conclusions, but instead a collective monologue in which words, syllables and letters are split equally into three groups – oboe, winds and strings.  Motivic-thematic work has been consciously avoided: each group has its own material. Interrelation occurs only as “collateral damage” (a favourite euphemism of NATO reporting since the war in Kosovo).

Óscar Garrido de la Rosa

Creative commons licence: Please feel free to copy, distribute, display and perform this work and to make derivative works under the following conditions: You must give the original author credit, You may not use this work for commercial purposes. If you alter, transform, or build upon this work, you may distribute the resulting work only under a license identical to this one. For any reuse or distribution, you must make clear to others the license terms of this work. Any of these conditions can be waived if you get permission from the copyright holder.


